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For ‘* The Friend.”’ 
The Eastern State Penitentiary. 


The Eighteenth Annual Report of the In- 
spectors of this noble establishment is a paper 
of unusual interest, and shows the continued 
success of the Pennsylvania system of Prison 
discipline. We have culled the following pas- 
sages as exhibiting some of the most striking 
features in the report. 

“ About a century ago, the subject of a re- 
form in the then prison discipline of Pennsyl- 
vania obtained the serious attention of some of 
our most benevolent and enlightened citizens. 
Deplorable, indeed, was the condition then of 
the inmates of prisons—system therewas none 
—the discipline was the result of cireumstances, 
aod reform wap an object which had never 
been seriously regarded as within the range of 
incidents to punishment—neither was the pre- 
vention of crime considered as one of the most 
important results which should follow from all 
systems of penitentiary imprisonment. The 
general opinion in the dark age, which imme- 
diately preceded these first efforts at prison 
reform, was circumscribed to the necessity of 
the detection of offenders and their punishment, 
the criminal and the convict—one who deserv- 
ed punishment, and having received it, was the 
inmate of a prison—beyond this there was nei- 
ther public anxiety, nor public sympathy, nor 
public thought. ‘The prison was the abode of 
the bad, and the bad were only to be kept from 
further injury upon society by the walls and 

irons of the law. Short-sighted, indeed, was 
the policy by which the community thus sought 
to benefit or protect itsel/—and cruel was the 
policy which exercised the only influence which 
was exerted over the erring, the desponding, 
and the depraved of our species, who became, 
by reason of human frailties, subject to its 
Operation. 

“The system, if it could be denominated a 
system, of prison discipline which existed at 
the time alluded to, partook only of a spirit of 
revenge. It was necessarily so interpreted by 
those who suffered under it, It was power 
iron-handed, justice in a coat of mail—the be- 
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nignity of character whieh should mark the|than any year since 1833. 
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lt is shown also 





first, the mercy and kindness which should | by another fact. 


ever characterise the last, were never visible or 
operative. 


“On the first day of January, 1847, but 308 


The gentle spirit of benevolence | prisoners were in confinement in the Peniten- 


shed no influence upon that prison discipline | tiary. 


or those prisoners’ fate. The reform of the 
convict was neither considered nor believed in 
—the idea of preventing crime was absorbed 
in the result of a conviction for an offence— 
and a fellow-citizen in a prison was beyond all 


At the same period in 1846;there were 344 
On the Ist of January, 1845, . 340 
“ 1844, * 359 
“ — °° wm 
“ 1842, * 335 


influences which ‘are ever held to be powerful | prisoners in the Penitentiary, showing that the 
for good, when bestowed upon man under | decrease is marked for the last year.” 


every other condition in life. 


Such is believed} The mortality in the Penitentiary has been 


to be an historical summary of the Prison Dis-| the subject of much ill-natured comment. On 
clpline in Pennsylvania prior to the first efforts | this subject the report says, “ The number of 
for its melioration; It may not be uninterest- | deaths is two less than the year previous, and 
ing to examine: how it operated upon society, | that, as usual, the greatest number came from 
in order to compare it with the effect of the|the coloured prisoners, whose peculiar condi- 


present system of penitentiary discipline.” 


tion and constitutions render them unfortunate. 


The report then gives a tabular statement of |!y most liable to chronic disease and early 
the numbers received in the jail at Philadelphia | death. ‘The per centum of death among the 
from the year 1787 to 1824 inclusive, of which | White prisoners is very small.” 


the following is an abstract : 


Average number for 9 years, 1787 to 1796 91 
- - 10 years, 1796 to 1806 127.4 
- - 10 years, 1806 to 1816 236.2 
9 years; 1816 to 1825 326.3 


The population of 
Philadelphia fer'the same period, at intervals 
of 10 years, was as follows : 


“ “ 


Increase of 
population. 


Jncrease of prisoners 
in the same time. 

1790 54.391 

1800 81.209 49.30 per cent. 

1810 111.210 36.94 “ 

1820 137.097 23.27 “ 38 « 


Taking the population of the city and county 
as a tolerable approximation to the increase in 


40 per cent. 
85 ” 


The inspectors introduce some valuable de- 
tails respecting the county prison at West 
Chester, and add :— 

“ The testimony furnished by the Warden, 
Physician, and Inspectors of the Prison at 


ity and county of Westchester is very importants and its inser- 


tion in this report will be accounted for and 
approved, as yielding corroboration to the 
opinions of the friends of the Pennsylvania 
system from gentlemen of high character and 
intelligence ; and sustaining the reported expe- 
ence of the officers of the State Penitentiary. 
“Within the last year the authorities of 
Berks county, in this State, have made arrange- 
ments to erect a county Prison in the town of 
Reading, on the separate plan. From the en- 


that portion of the State from which the pri-| couraging and gratifying account of the Prison 


soners came,—and it is probably a more rapid | 


of Chester county, it is no matter for surprise 


increase,—it is evident that under the old|that the counties should desire to establish local 


system crime was fast gaining upon population. 

For the 18 years for which the Eastern 
Penitentiary has been open, from 1829 to 1847, 
the whole number of prisoners received has 
been 2106, or 117 per annum. The decrease 
is no doubt owing in part to the lighter offences 
being punished in the county jails; but still 
after every reasonable deduction on this score 
the deerease of crime is manifest. 

Returns are given of the number of prison- 
ers received at the Eastern Penitentiary for 
the past 14 years; the average of the first 
seven being 153, and of the last seven 137. 
The rate of increase of the population of East- 
ern Pennsyivania is about 2 per cent. per an- 
num, so that if crime had kept pace with popu- 
lation, the last average should have been 174 
instead of 1837—which shows a very remark- 
able diminution. This is still more striking 
when we see by the same table that the number 
received in 1846, was only 117, being less 





Prisons for those convicted of minor offences 
committed within their borders. 

“The erection of county Prisons on the 
separate plan is of infinite importance to the 
full success of the separate system. It is in 
these Prisons that the accused are first com- 
mitted, If, while awaiting their trial, they are 
congregated together, as is most common, in a 
large room, and left to themselves, the charac- 
ter of the association is most injurious. The 
subjects for thought and conversation are either 
a recital of the mode by which their lives have 
been spent, the temptations to which they have 
been subjected, the means used to perpetrate 
the offence, the probabilities of the issue of 
their cases before the jury, the testimony that 
will be offered, and their plans for the future, 
after their imprisonment is concluded. These, 
together with narrations of adventures, songs, 
jests, and similar unimproving subjects, become 
the daily mental food of the congregated pri- 
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soners. What can be more calculated to har-{ ‘ The Legislature and people of Pennsylva- 
den the heart, corrupt the morals, give to the| nia cannot but be satisfied at this high approval 
mind a distempered system of thinking, than|/of the liberal, and able, and enlightened men 
this mode of treating a prisoner, about to be|of Europe, of that plan of Penitentiary disci- 
subjected to merited punishment for a violation | pline and reform which was first matured and 
of those laws deemed salutary for the prisoner, | put into successful operation in our State; a 
and beneficial to the community. State which has ever been with the first pio- 
“The associates thus made, the acquaint-|neers in all the great works of benevolence, 
ances thus formed, and the influences thus| reform, and the improvement of mankind.” 
engendered, are but illy adapted to prepare for} Frorn the report of the Warden, our estima- 
reformation. ble friend Thomas Scattergood, we make the 
“ The first and great advantage that is to be | following extracts : 
ined by separation after conviction, is ren-| ‘A year’s further experience has served to 
red almost nugatory by the effects of associ-| fasten still more deeply in my mind the con- 
ation before trial. \t will be difficult fully’to | viction,of the humanity, and the advantage of 
appreciate the benefits of the Pennsylvania |the separate system of confinement for the re- 
system so long as the evils referred to continue ;| formation of offenders, The general orderly 
and it is with the hope that the attention of the | conduct of the prisoners during the past year 
local authorities of the counties will be called | has been very satisfactory ; and it is a source 
to this subject, that mention is made of it in| of gratification to be able to say that order has 
this connection. been maintained, for the most part, without 
“ As the system belongs to the State, and as| resort to much punishment of any kind : efforts 
it is of primary importance that every thing | have been made to appeal to the self-respect of 
should be done to facilitate a full development | the inmate, and to govern as far as practicable 
of all its advantages, it is believed that no| by moral means rather than resort to compul- 
stronger inducement could be presented to the| sory measures, and the result has furnished 
minds of those to whom is first entrusted the| convincing proof of its efficacy. The endea- 
custody of the accused, than to make manifest|vour thus to control has not arisen from a 
the injurious effects of the present mode of im-| morbid sympathy for the prisoner, but from 
prisonment for detention, in order to remedy | the belief that there is in the breast of most, 
the evil. however degraded they may be, a chord— 
“It would not be difficult even now in many |though in many cases deep and hidden—that 
county Prisons to separate the accused, and if| once reached will vibrate to the voice of per- 


an effort was made it would no doubt in many | suasion and kindness, and its response will be | 


cases succeed. 

‘The management of the county Prisons 
erected on the separate plan is also highly im- 
portant. 


far more effective as a means of control than 
any physical suffering that might be inflicted.” 

The statement of the cost of supporting the 
The government, of these Prisons | prisoners and of their earnings, shows the lat- 


should be entrusted to enlightened mén, who|ter to have been nearly sixteen thousand dol- 
are devoted to the system, and who will freely | lars, and to have fallen short of the former by 
give their time and talents for the honour and | $3360—a statement which refutes the exagge- 
success of our State system, and to realize all | rated accounts that have been published of the 


the advantage to prisoners and communities 
for which the plan is so admirably adapted.” 

That the slow but certain triumph of truth 
awaits the Penitentiary system of Pennsylvania 
may be inferred from the following : 

“‘ Before closing this report, the Board of 
Inspectors feel it no less within their province 
to refer to information they have received of 
the meeting at Frankfort on the Maine, on the 
28th, 29th and 30th of September last, of a 
Congress of distinguished men who are inter- 
ested in the subject of Prison discipline. At) 
this Congress it appears seventy-five members | 
met, by voluntary arrangement, to discuss the | 
many important questions intimately connected 
with the reform of Prison discipline. The 
discussions are reported to have been main- 
tained by great ability, and possessed of an 
unusual interest. Delegates were present from 





France, England, Prussia, Sweden, Holland, 


extravagant expense of the system of separate 
confinements. 

Out of the 2176 prisoners received since 
1829, only 340 were sober men ; and only 349 
had been bound and served out their time, 
while 1393 had never been apprenticed. 

Of the whole number, 1556 were first con- 
victions to this or any other prison, 89 were 
second convictions to this prison alone, 4 were 
third convictions to it alone, and there has not 
been an instance of a fourth conviction to this 
prison of a person who had been in no other. 


Of those who had been in other prisons previ- 


ous to their first confinement here, 116 were 
second convictions, 19 were third convictions ; 
and there has been but a single person, and he 
an old convict previous to his first conviction 
here, sentenced to this Penitentiary for the 
fourth time. On the other hand, of those who 
have been sentenced here for the first time, 


Denmark, Belgium, and various parts of Ger-| 184 were Gonvicted for the second time, 118 
many. Many of the names are familiar to the} for the third time, 52 for the fourth, 19 for the 
friends of Penitentiary reform, as among the| fifth, 15 for the sixth, 1 for the seventh, and 2 


most able men of their respective countries. 

“ The action of such a body of men at this 
time is undoubtedly of the greatest importance, 
and the Board of Inspectors are cheered and 
gratified to find that the Pennsylvania system 
of Prison discipline has received the almost 
unanimous approval of this Congress. 


for the ninth; the former convictions having 
been to other prisons. 

The Physician’s report contains many valu- 
able details and suggestions concerning the 
health and management of the convicts. 

(To be concluded.) 


——— 


Idiots in Massachusetts. 


The commissioners appointed by the govern- 
or under a legislative resolve of 1846, have 
performed their duty in part, “ of inquiring 
into the condition of the idiots of the common. 
wealth, of ascertaining their number, and whe. 
ther anything can be done for their relief.” 
The resolve compelled the commissioners to 
report to the present legislature, but as the in- 
vestigations are not completed, the governor 
recommends that provision be made for con- 
tinuing the powers of the commission until the 
next session of the general court. Returns 
have been received from 171 towns, having a 
population of 345,285. In them are said to 
be 543 idiots, 204 of whom are males and 330 
are females—169 are less than 25 years of 
age, and are, of course, proper subjects for in- 
struction, Of the whole, 106 are supported 
entirely at the public charge. If the other 
towns should present the same proportion, it 
would appear that there are upwards of 1000 
idiots in the commonwealth, of whom 300 are 
of proper age for instruction. The commis. 
sioners have striven to obtain information re- 
specting the treatment of idiots in foreign coun. 
tries, and particularly respecting the schools 
which have been recently and successfully es- 
tablished in France, Prussia and Switzerland. 
They have already obtained sufficient evidence 
to prove, in their opinion, that other countries 
have set an example of successful attempts to 
instruct the most ignorant and degraded of 
men, which it behoves our commonwealth 
speedily to imitate. The commissioners have 
personally inspected the idiots in about 30 
towns in the state, and find that the condition 
of these unfortunates is very materially influ- 
enced by the character of those who have them 
in charge :— 

“In some towns, we found the idiots, who 
were under the charge of kind-hearted, but ig- 
norant persons, to be entirely idle, given over 
to disgusting and degrading habits, and pre- 
senting the sad and demoralizing spectacle of 
men, made in God’s image, whom neither their 
own reason, nor the reason of others, lifted up 
above the level of brutes. 

“In other towns, idiots, who to appearance 
had no more capacity than those just mention- 
ed, were under the charge of more intelligent 
persons, and they presented a different specta- 
cle—they were healthy, cleanly and industrious. 

“We found some, of a very low grade of 
intellect, at work in the fields, under the direc- 
tion of attendants; and they seemed not only 
to be free from depraving habits, but to be 
happy and useful. 

“ The inference to be drawn from this is 
very important. If persons having only com- 
mon sense and common humanity, but without 
the advantage of experience or study, can 80 
improve the condition of idiots, how much could 
be done by those who should bring the light of 
science, and the experience of wise and good 
men in other countries, and the facilities of aa 
institution adapted to the training of idiots— 
how much, we say, could be done by such 
persons, towards redeeming the minds of this 
unfortunate class from the waste and desolation 
in which they now lie!” 
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in the apprentice, a jury may well infer from | nips were good human food, much superior to 
such conduct that he acted in bad faith, and|the common turnip. I have since eaten them, 
in that case his authority as master is no de-| and I think them.much more substantial food 
fence. than potatoes. Having had much experience 
The practice of applying the torture, for the | in the use of potatoes as food for cattle, I am 
purpose of enforcing confessions of guilt, is| sure that Swedish turnips are the better food 
abolished wherever civilization and justice pre-| of the two. In point of quantity they yield 
vail. Instead of answering the object for| larger crops. I have grown here twenty-two 
which it was intended, its most general effect | tons per acre. I have no doubt that in milder 
is to produce evil instead of good—falsehood | climates larger crops may be obtained. The 
instead of truth. No master hasa right to in-| cultivation of the turnip is less expensive ; 
flict injuries upon his apprentice for such pur-| comparatively, the seed costs almost nothing. 
poses. Such a proceeding, by whatever name} As they need not be sown very early in the 
it may be called, is nothing less than the ap-| spring, they do not suffer from early frosts, 
plication of the torture, and endangers the| and in the autumn and winter no frost will hurt 
morals of the apprentice by placing him under|them. I do not know that on the same land 
thé most powerful temptation to falsify. In-|they will bear repetition continually, as pota- 
flictions of injuries for such purposes are not toes will ; they are also liable, in sand lands, 
within the legitimate authority of the master. |to be hurt by the grub. These two last are 
The jury found the defendant curry, and/|the only disadvantages to which they are lia- 
the Court sentenced him to pay a fine of one| ble. When well cultivated, on the whole, [ 
hundred dollars and the costs. consider them a superior crop, and to be pre- 
The apprentice, on the hearing of a com.-| ferred, even if there was no such thing as the 
plaint for the purpose, was discharged from| potato disease.” —English Paper. 
his indentures. oO. P. Qi 





Accompanying the report is a very interest- 
ing letter from George Sumner, now in Paris, 
describing minutely a French asylum or school 
for idiots, and incidentally giving general in- 
formation ting their treatment in other 
countries of Europe. G. Sumner thus begins 
his letter :— 

“ My dear Dr. Howe—In the report that the 
committee for the examination of the condition 
of idiots of Massachusetts, of which you are 
chairman, will make to the general court, I do 
not doubt that you will insist upon the neces- 
sity of adopting, in the state of Massachusetts, 
such measures as experience has shown may 
be successfully empioyed to secure the physical 
comfort and moral culture of this unfortunate 
class of our fellow-beings.” 

We copy the passage and print one of its 
words in italics to show the manner of the 
writer—the matter of the epistle is excellent. 

The whole expense of the commission thus 
far, is stated to be less than forty dollars; so 
we think the commissioners should be empow- 
ered to continue their duties.— Boston Post. 

From the Public Ledger. 
Master and Apprentice. 
Lancaster, Pa., April 22, 1847. 

An interesting apprentice case was disposed 
of by Judge Lewis and associates to-day. 

Robert Hodgson was indicted for an assault 
and battery upon Abner Green, his apprentice, 
a coloured boy. It was in evidence that the 
master had tied the boy and whipped him with 
an ox hide until he confessed that he had 
burned a cowhide, which was subsequently 
found where the master had himself placed it 
—the confession having been forced from the 
boy by the severe chastisement which he re- 
ceived at the hands of the master. 

Judge Lewis charged the jury that the law 
had reposed in the master the authority to ad- 
judicate and punish for offences committed by 
the apprentice. The master in such case pos- 
sessed the authority of judge, jury and execu- 
tioner. This high authority is conferred for 
the necessary purpose of domestic government, 
and should be exercised for the benefit of the 
apprentice, 

‘The master is entitled to the benefit of the 
general presumption of innocence, and in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary, must be 
presumed to have acted in good faith in accord- 
ance with his authority as master. So long as 
he does so, his authority as master is a justifi- 
cation in an indictment for assault and battery. 
But if he inflicts punishment for the purpose 
of gratifying a cruel and revengeful disposition, 
and not for the correction and reformation of 
the apprentice, it is an abuse of his power, and 
his authority in that case is no protection. So, 
if the punishment inflicted be cruel and unusu- 
al, or unreasonable and out of proportion to 
the offence committed, his authority is no de- 
fence. He is not liable for an unjust punish- 
ment arising from an error of judgment, nor is 
he bound to any technical rules of evidence in 

making his decisions, but if in the exercise of 
his authority he condemns without any evidence 
whatever, and inflicts-punishment without a 
single circumstance to justify the belief of guilt 




























“ Good News from a Far Country.”—The 
best news by the recent arrivals from Europe, 
is, that the British Parliament have passed the 
law forbidding the employment of women and 
children in the factories for a longer period 
than ten hours a day.— Late Paper. 


Stucco White-wash.—Having had numer- 
ous requests, this spring, to republish the recipe 
for the celebrated Stucco white-wash, which 
elicited such admiration on the President’s 
house at Washington, we herewith present it 
again to our good housewives :— 

Take half a bushel of nice, unslacked lime, 
slack it with boiling water, covering it during 
the process to keep in the steam. Strain the 
liquor through a fine sieve or strainer, and add 
to it a peck of clean salt, previously well dis- 
solved in warm water ; three pounds of ground 
rice, ground to a thin paste, and stirred and 
boiled hot ; half a pound of powdered Spanish 
whiting, anda pound of clean glue, which has 
been previously dissolved by first soaking it 
well, and then hanging it over a slow fire, ina 
small kettle, within a large one filled with wa- 
ter. Add five gallons of Lee water to the whole 
mixture ; stir it well and let it stand a few days 
covered from the dirt. It should be put on 
quite hot ; for this purpose it can be kept in a . 
kettle on a portable furnace. one thousand persons. The damage done to 

Where colours are desired, Spanish brown dwellings and edifices is five or six millions of 
stirred in will make a red or pink, more or less | dollars, which cannot be repaired for many 
deep according to quantity. Finely pulverized | years.” —Nat. Intelligencer. 
common clay, well mixed up with Spanish 
brown, before it is stirred into the mixture,| Example to Christians.—A_ gentleman 
makes ita lilac colour. Lamp black in moder-| writes from France that “the Bey of Tunis, 
ate quantities makes a slate colour, very suitable | now on a visit to the French capital, is a man 
for the outside of buildings. Yellow ochre/ of forty-five years of age, very intelligent and 
stirred in makes a yellow wash, but chrome| shrewd. His mother wasa Christian, and born 
goes further, and makes a colour generally | in Genoa, in Italy. He received a good edu- 
esteemed prettier.—Late Paper. cation, and is distinguished from most Maho- 
metans by his elevated and liberal views. 

The Potato Disease.—The following is| Ahmet-Bey (this is his name) has done quite 
from a letter by the Duke of Portland, and is|a philanthropic deed. He has freed all the 
founded on his own experience :— thirty thousand slaves of his States, by formal- 

“It is certain that the potato disease has|ly declaring that man ought not to be the pro- 
again appeared, in the same manner as it ap-| perty of man. Is not this (asks the writer) a 
peared last year at this season. No man,/| Christian act which would do honour to any 
therefore, in common prudence, can depend | of the princes of Europe !—Late Paper. 
upon a crop of that root this summer. I ven- 
ture, with great confidence, to suggest a substi-| It is as great a mercy to be preserved in 
tute, viz. the Swedish turnip. Till within these} health, as to be delivered from sickness. 
six weeks, I was not aware that Swedish tur- —— 





Great Library of Female Authors.—Count 
Leopold Ferri died on the 8th Maich, at Pa- 
dua, leaving a perfectly unique library, it being 
composed of works written by female authors, 
amounting to nearly 32,000 volumes.— Late 
Paper. 

Vera Cruz.—A Mexican paper contains a 
letter from Vera Cruz, written near the close 
of the siege, which describes the sufferings of 
the inhabitants, under the fire of the artillery, 
as awful in the extreme. Says the writer : 

“ We are yet ignorant of the exact number 
of our killed and wounded, but by the best data 
we have obtained estimate both at not less than 




















Communication. 


The beautiful letter of the British Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs to the ambassador at Wash- 
ington, published in the last “ Friend,” is one 
of those signs of the times, which renew our 
aang hopes of the progress and future domi- 
nion of the spirit of peace and religion. When 
before was there such a rising up of a whole 
nation, from the legislator in his lordly halls to 
the slave in his cabin, and the Indian in the 
wilderness, to save from lingering death and 
from pestilence a starving people? 

Great and unexampled as is the distress of 
Ireland, it is not more so than the spontaneous 
burst of feeling from the people of the United 
States. It is the story of the Roman daugh- 
ter, acted by nation to nation. We subjoin 
some spirited lines of Alaric A. Watts, showing 
the feelings with which this expression of na- 
tional sympathy has been received abroad. 
May the ties which thus bind together the 
mother and the daughter, strengthen with every 
coming year, and amidst all the collisions of 
public and private interests, uniting them as 
with one heart in the great work of the English 
race, the bearing to the very ends of the earth 
the peaceful banner of civilization and religion ! 


A VOICE’ FROM OVER THE WATERS. 


The last arrival from England (says the New York 
Evening Post,) has brought us the subjoined enthusi- 
astic acknowledgment of the charities of America, 
written just before the departure of the Cambria, and 


transmitted to us in the manuscript of the accomplish- 
ed author. 


THE IRISH FAMINE. 


Written on hearing of the exertions making in the 
United States for the alleviation of the famine in 
Ireland, By Avaric A. Warrs. 


A cloud hung o'er green Innisfail—gem of the silver 


main ; 

Oh! who that saw that fearful sight, might dare to 
look again? 

The earth with fruitful verdure clad, man held his head 
on high, 

(But man even in his best estate is less than vanity,) 

Abroad he looked o’er east and west, as though defy- 
ing fate ; 

A curse went forth across the land, and it was deso- 
late. 

“Hope against hope” awhile prevailed, we said, ‘tis 
early dawn; 

The day will show bright promise yet, the cloud will 
be withdrawn. 

Men spoke in whispers, each one feared to meet the 
other’s eye ; 

As iron seemed the steril earth, as brass the sullen 


sky. 

But Patience had her perfect work, abundant faith 
was given; 

Oh! who shall say the scourge of earth does not bear 
fruit for heaven ! 


es the unwilling call, broke forth the smo- 

red cry— 

“Lo! Famine cometh o’er the land! send succour, or 
we die! 

The hand that smites our fertile fields hath passed 
your island o’er; 

Of your abundance let us share, and Heaven will bless 
your store.” 

The bond of brotherhood prevailed, forgotten was our 
strife, 


A little while! a little while! and louder did they say, 
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And ~_— was our gold poured forth to buy the staff 
of life 
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to-day !” 

Then children’s eyes were dim with tears, and wo- 
man’s cheek grew pale ; 

Men who had braved the battle’s brunt now trembled 
at the tale, 

We did = dare to turn aside, although in fear we 
read, 

And grain by grain was gold implored to buy the fam- 
ished bread. 


Yet still went forth the strong appeal, still louder wax- 
ed the cry, 

Brave Self-Denial started up, true fount of charity ; 

First, Taste her idols sacrificed, the sinless joys of 
mind; 

Treasures that science priceless holds were willingly 

resigned; 

Lightly Privation’s self was borne that we might have 
to spare ; 

Rich boards with lavish plenty crowned sank down to 
hermit fare ; 

Beauty her baubles cast aside, as if in holy strife ; 

Childhood its playthings would forego, and youth the 
pride of life. 

All hearts were opened, and each hand responded to 
the call; 

Weak Penury her might cast in, the richest gift of 


all; 
The standard-bearers of the church, amid severest 


wo, 

*As Israel wrestled with their God, and said, Thou 
shalt not go; 

As one MAN bowed the nation down, while myriad 
voices prayed : 

“ Stand tou between the quick and dead, and let the 
plague be stayed.” 


Ye never heard that fearful wail, ye never saw the 
sight 

That almost might put out the sun, and turn the day 
to night. 

No pleading glance to you was raised, ye heard no 
suppliant sigh ; 

The voice that roused your heart of hearts was inborn 
sympathy. 

+Or visitant, like his of old, that ever seemed to eny, 

“Come over now to Macedon, and give us help to- 
day.” 

Broad ison rolls between our homes, yet spirits are 
akin; 

Wide waters cannot quench the love the Christian 
heart within. 

Our prayer was to the Lord of Hosts; to him our 
hearts were spread ; 

The prayer was heard, and by our hands He sends 
the daily bread. 


Prayer, that can pierce the highest heaven, can reach 
beyond the sea ; 

Hearts that may never know your names send heart- 
felt thanks by me. 

The blessing of the voiceless thought that dies upon 
the tongue ; 

A blessing on your matrons fair, and on your maidens 
young ; 

A blessing be above your path, a blessing round your 


A blessing on the stripling brave, and on the hoary 
head ; 

A blessing such as Christ bestowed, upon your chil- 
dren small; 

A blessing “ere the sun goes down,” upon you, one 
and all; 

A blessing on your fruitful fields, and on your garner- 
ed store; 

Rich blessings rest upon you, friends, now and for 
evermore! 


17 Berner’s st., London, April 3, 1847. 





*“ And the angel said, Let me go, for the day 
breaketh ; and Israel said, I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me.” —Genesis, chapter xxxii. 

+“ And a vision appeared unto Paul in the night. 
There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, 
saying, ‘Come over into Macedonia and help us.’ ” 





“Gaunt Famine is within our gates, oh send us help| 























































































For" The Friend.” 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 


IN 


PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY, 
From 1764 to 1782, 
(Continued from page 262.) 


The epistle from Long Island mentions that 
a worldly spirit too much prevails to the sor. 
row of the honest-hearted; it recommends in 
the commotions abounding, that Friends should 
keep upon the watch, and seek to the sure 
Rock of defence. |t gives information that the 
concern of many among them on behalf of the 
enslaved Africans is increasing, and that in 
Connecticut much greater openness to receive 
Friends and their principles is manifest than 
in former years. 

The epistle in reply, after expressing a de- 
sire that the correspondence between the Yearly 
Meetings may never become merely formal, 
but may be to mutual edification, thus con- 
tinues :— 

*« Let us carefully guard against that world. 
ly spirit which too much abounds,—for sure it 
is, that ‘he who loveth the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him,’ however exact he 
may be in appearance. How can those who 
profess to follow a self-denying Saviour, who 
came to redeem mankind from the world and 
the pollutions of it, live a life of gratification 
and indulgence, contrary to his example and 
commands. We may deny ourselves many 
things, and conform in some respects to the 
externals of religion, yet unless the love of 
God prevails in our hearts, and we become 
mortified to the world, so that our bodies may 
be fit temples for the Holy Ghost, he will not 
tabernacle with us, nor bless our labours with 
the fruits of his peace,—which is preferable to 
all the pleasures and profits which this world 
can afford. 

“ Being affected at the present troubled state 
of things, and under apprehensions of the fur- 
ther difficulties which seem likely to fall on 
these colonies, we are earnestly desirous they 
may incline our minds to seek after a state of 
greater purity and submission to the Divine 
will ; [that we may keep] our eyes single to the 
Lord, who can avert the storm of adversity, 
or turn it into a blessing. This we trust he 
will do, if we patiently continue stedfast in the 
observance of our peaceable principles, being 
careful not to join with, or approve of mea- 
sures which Truth does not clearly dictate. 
Let us be vigilant, sober, and considerate, as 
becomes our holy profession, avoiding parties, 
and giving no just cause of offence to any. 
Thus relying on the Captain of our salvation, 
all things will work together to us for good. 

‘“* As you apprehend that an openness hath 
of late appeared and increased in your neigh- 
bouring province, amongst those not of our 
Society, to hear the testimony of Truth, we 
are fervently concerned that you may be made 
the happy means of spiritual benefit to them, 
by your blameless lives and conversations, and 
a care to hold and conduct your meetings in 
that life and power which is the crown of our 
assemblies ; that if they should come to sit 
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with you they may be made sensible of the 
power of Truth presiding amongst you. 

“The case of those who are in slavery, 
should engage your serious attention. Let us 
not satisfy ourselves with commiserating their 
case in words, but advance towards their re- 
lief, as their, and our Father discewers to us is 
right. The path towards the freedom of all, 
who may be fit for it, we apprehend is not so 
dangerous or difficult as some may imagine. 
This prospect should be kept in view, and we 


believe the pursuit of it, even to the doing them | ing nature, we may be enabled in our solemn | shepherd. 


that justice which in like circumstances we 
should think ourselves entitled to, will ,be re- 
warded with peace.” 

The following is the epistle sent to Mary- 
land ; it was prepared by John Pemberton :— 

“ Your last epistle was read to our satisfac- 
tion. It is with comfort we have to believe, 
that there is a remnant amongst you, who are 
honestly concerned to know for themselves the 
Truth to set them free, so that they may be 
free indeed. Such we desire may be encour- 
aged in an holy perseverance, and that it may 
become the engagement of all, to enter into a 
close examination, that thereby the negligent 
and those who are eagerly pursuing the things 
of this life, and indulging themselves upon their 
beds of ease, may be brought to see the neces- 
sity there is to have oil in their vessels. The 
Lord may come at a time when we look not 
for him, and at an hour that we are not aware 
of. The followers of Christ are to set their 
candles on candlesticks, that all who are in the 
house may see the light,—and others by be- 
holding their good works, may have cause to 







then will they set an example to the youth of| live in the peaceable spirit of our Lord Jesus 
duly attending religious meetings, and of a fer- | Christ, manifesting out of a good conversation 
vent labour and travail of spirit therein for the | the meekness of wisdom. 

arising of the spring of Divine life, which is| “Having heard of many amongst you tra- 
the crown of our assemblies. The want of| velling to a great distance from their places of 
this is one great cause of the declension which | abode to seek lands, thereby separating them- 
has so sorrowfully crept in amongst us as a | selves from those who are concerned for their 
people. Many having taken up their rest in a | growth and prosperity in righteousness, we are 
form of godliness without the power. Let us|earnestly concerned that in these removals, 
dear Friends beware of this state, that by en-| wrong motives may not be suffered to govern, 
deavouring to put away every thing of a defil-| lest any should become as sheep without a 
Many who settle such places are 





approaches before the Lord to serve him in an/|idle, worldly-minded, or irreligious persons, 
acceptable manner. We fervently desire the | whose society and example may be pernicious, 
Sincere-hearted among you b6th young and |and very injurious to Friends, as well as their 
old, may be encouraged to hold on in well do- | tender offspring. We therefore entreat you in 
ing, and that their number may be increased. | the feelings of true love, to caution against 
The situation of the inhabitants* on the fron-| such wandering inclinations, and press all to 
tiers of your colony, affects us with sorrow | consider, that the honour of God, and their 
and deep sympathy. A concern prevails | own eternal welfare, ought always to be the 
amongst us, that Friends everywhere may be | principal objects in their view. 
particularly careful to avoid giving any occa-| ‘* The case of those in slavery has engaged 
sion of dissatisfaction to the poor injured | our minds, under a fervent concern for their 
natives, by removing to settle or plant on any | general enlargement, which, we are induced to 
of their lands. hope is drawing near with us. Our desires 
“ We have given forth a general epistle to | are revived, that you may likewise step forward 
the churches in this part of the world, in order | therein, under the direction of that Wisdom 
to remind and excite Friends to their duty, to| which has discovered to you the injustice of 
assert and maintain our Christian peaceable | holding our fellow-creatures in bondage. Let 
principle and testimony, as also to strengthen |us not withstand these clear discoveries, but 
the weak and unstable amongst us, that they | come up in faithfulness, without fearing conse- 
may not turn aside from the footsteps of the | quences. Certain it is, that which is dictated 
flock and companions of Christ.” by pure wisdom, the Author of [pure wisdom] 
To Friends in North Carolina they say :—| will support to his own praise. Consider dear 
‘“ Through the several sittings of this meet-| Friends! that the education of those who are 









ing we have been deeply sensible of a near 
sympathy with a remnant who are concerned 
that the pure seed, which we believe is oppress- 
ed for want of due attention thereto, may be 


glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

“ We are glad and thankful to find, that an 
exercise is still continued amongst you on 
account of the poor enslaved Africans. We 


young is not only a duty,—but as it will fit 
them the better to use and enjoy their liberty 
when they come of proper age, it will conduce 
greatly to open your way towards loosing their 


are very desirous the hands of the upright may 
be strengthened. We are persuaded were the 
humbling power of Truth sought for, and 
yielded to, such who may not so feelingly and 
deeply see the iniquity of depriving our fellow- 
men of their liberty, would have their judg- 
ments enlarged, and their minds strengthened 
to let the oppressed go free, and to make that 
necessary provision for them, which in many 
cases, their and their fathers’ labours justly 
entitle them to. 

“ As through the permission of Infinite Wis- 
dom, a day of sifting and trial attends these 
colonies, we earnestly desire that all who pro- 
fess the blessed Truth, may live under its in- 
fluence, and by a submission to the powerful 
operations thereof, may be preserved in this 
time of general commotion, from being drawn 
aside to join in any party, or measure incon- 
sistent with our peaceable testimony. Let us 
dwell in that humble watchful state in which 
wisdom is experienced, and preservation 
known.” 

The epistle to Virginia says:— 

“We salute you, earnestly desiring that we 
may all deeply and carefully consider the 
weight and importance of our high and holy 
profession, and that we may endeavour to come 
up in faithfulness to the degrees of light the 
Father of Mercies hath graciously given us. 

“May the elders and those of the foremost 
rank in Society deeply ponder these things, 














brought into dominion. Oh! that all may be | bands and letting the oppressed go free.” 
stirred up to more diligence in pursuing such 
measures as may enliven their affections to- 
wards God, whereby their confidence may be 
firmly fixed on Him, that in all things, which 
through his permission may befall us, we may 
dwell in patience and resignation, 

“Dear Friends, we earnestly desire that To the Association of Friends for the free in- 
you may stand fast in the pure liberty of the straction -ef Addie Cola Wilden 
blessed Truth, that your lights may so shine M a ee 
before men, that no just occasion may be given ce 


by any to charge you with instability or un-| That the Evening schools for adult coloured 
faithfulness to the Lord of all our mercies. | people, were opened, for men on the 12th, and 
May you be weightily engaged to walk as| for women on the 13th of Tenth month last, 
becomes our holy profession, showing forth a| and continued till the 26th of Second month. 
good example to others, in the observance of} The schools “ for black people and their de- 
our peaceable principles in this time of outward | scendants,” having been removed to their new 
commotion. Now is the time for us, by a|school-house at the corner of Raspberry Alley 
steady conduct to manifest that we are not dis- | and Shield’s Court, we were again allowed the 
mayed with the world’s dismay, nor afraid | use of their rooms. We believe the new loca- 
with their fear; but let us glorify the Lord of|tion was an advantage to the schools, and 
hosts, and let him be our fear, and let him be | tended, in connection with better accommoda- 
our dread. tions, to attract an increased and more regular 
“In. an especial manner we desire, that | attendance. 

your care may be extended towards those of} The usual committees were appointed to 
our Society who lie exposed on your frontiers | have oversight of the schools; and reports on 
to many hazards and difficulties, that they | their condition were made monthly to the 
may be advised to conduct, as becomes the | board. 

professors of Truth. That they give no of-| The average attendance in the men’s school 
fence to the natives, by joining with such who|in the Eleventh month, was nearly 76. On 
may unjustly rise up against them, but may | one evening 104 men were present; this ap- 
pears to be the largest attendance on the records 
of the school. The attendance in the women’s 


(To be continued.) 
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* Occasioned by the Indian hostilities. 


school for the Eleventh month, averaged 64; 


showing a large increase over the same month 
of the preceding year. 

In addition to the usual instruction, a few 
simple lectures were given before the scholars, 
designed to incite to a love of useful learning, 
and to encourage to perseverance under pecu- 
liar difficulties. 

In both schools.the progress of the scholars 
was generally satisfactory, and in many in- 
stances very commendable. The attention of 
the teachers to their duties was satisfactory to 
the managers. 

The number entered in the men’s school was 
204 ; and in the women’s 201 ; and the average 
attendance for the season, omitting two or three 
evenings in very stormy weather, was for 
men’s school 63, and for the women’s 54. 

Not a few of the coloured men and women 
living in our community, grew up in neigh- 
bourhoods where the avenues to useful learning 
were closed against them. Persons of this 
class and others, enter these schools every 
winter, wholly ignorant of book learning; yet 
such has been the progress of some of them, 
that after one season’s attendance, they could 
read the Testament with but little difficulty. 

The orderly deportment and industry of the 
scholars are accepted as a gratifying evidence 
that the opportunities put in their reach by this 
association are well appreciated. 

The condition of these persons in society, 
generally prevent a regular attendance at the 
schools, while early privations or neglect ren- 
ders school learning to them a difficult task ; 
yet their perseverance has animated our hum- 
ble labours in their behalf. 

If the smallest effort in aid of the neglected 
or oppressed—when we can do no more—is a 
duty required at our hands, then we may trust 
that they who in anywise are rightly concerned 
to promote this cause, will not fail of a peaceful 
reward. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
Board of Managers, 

Israzt H. Jounson, 
Clerk of the Meeting. 
Phila,, Third month 3rd, 1847. 


For ‘The Friend.” 


Exercise in the Discipline. 


There can be no doubt that a particular gift 
is sometimes bestowed upon individuals for 
transacting the affairs of the church, and per- 
sons so qualified are particularly called upon 
to devote themselves to the right ordering of 
its concerns, and to labouring for its preserva- 
tion and stability, by-a faithful administration 


of its discipline. All however who come to be 
true members of the church, are necessarily 
deeply iftterested in its prosperity, and conse- 
quently are honestly concerned that whatever 
may be done by it, shall have the authority of 
Him, who, to it, is head over all things. To 
such, when gathered in a Meeting for Disci- 
pline, as they wait upon him in humble depen- 
dence, he seldom fails to impart some sense of 
his will respecting the matters which come be- 
fore them, and enables them to give true judg- 
ment in disposing of them. As these are 


THE FRIEND. 
upon their minds, all act in unison, the decision 
of the church is obtained, and there is no jar- 
ring or confusion. 

But whenever any attempt to transact the 
affairs of Christ’s church in their own will, and 
by their own unsanctified wisdom, or contri- 
vance, however anxious they may be, to pro- 
mote what they may think to be the right 
cause, they are far more likely to do harm 
than good, and weakness and defection will 
inevitably creep in, just in proportion as such 
gain influence and authority. 

This has been at times, sadly exemplified in 
our own religious Society, where every mem- 
ber has the right to be present in the Meetings 
for Discipline, and may take part in the con- 
cerns which come before them.—It has always 
been observed that in proportion as the life of 
true religion declined in a meeting, the influ- 
ence of wealth, station, and acquirements in- 
creased, and the wise and prudent of this 
world, to whom God will not reveal the secrets 
of his counsel, gain the pre-eminence. The 
evil now re-acts. As such influence prevails, 
the life and power of Truth are banished or 
borne down; wrong things are tolerated or 
upheld; and unless individuals are raised up, 
who through faithfulness to their Divine Mas- 
ter are prepared by him to set the judgment of 
Truth over the heads of such forward and self- 
confident spirits, total degeneracy and death 
must inevitably ensue. That faithful servant 
of Christ, John Griffith, in his instructive nar- 
rative of the state into which the Society had 
lapsed in England, and the measures pursued 
for its restoration to first principles, (contained 
in his Journal,) has made some valuable remarks 
upon this subject, part of which are copied for 
“ The Friend,” in the hope that they may re- 
ceive the serious consideration of its readers, 
and stir them up to greater diligence in labour- 
ing for the qualification indispensable for rightly 
conducting the affairs of the church. 

Having joined the committee appointed by 
the Yearly Meeting to visit the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings in England, “to use their 
Christian endeavours, in the love of God, for 
the promotion and revival of wholesome disci- 
pline, and the comely order of the Gospel in 
the churches,” he says: 

“The 16th we visited Thraxted Monthly 
Meeting, and it appeared by inquiry that many 
of their members were very slack and defective 
in divers branches of our Christian testimony ; 
and most of the active members had but little 
experience in the essential qualifications for 
effectual service in the church, which must all 
proceed immediately from the great Father of 
lights and spirits. It would be very absurd to 
imagine, that a less or inferior ability to ad- 
minister justice and sound judgment, was ne- 
cessary under this higher and more glorious 
dispensation, than was received by those who 
jadged and ruled for God in the Israelitish 
church, it being evident the Lord was pleased 
to put his Spirit upon those who had the weight 
of the affairs of that church upon them, both 
in their wilderness state of probation, and after 
they had quietly possessed the promised land. 
But the supernatural endowment which is so 
essential, is not within our reach as men, nei- 


our own wisdom, and divested of all depen. 
dence upon human accomplishments.” 

“ The 2d of Third month we were at Albans 
Monthly Meeting, held at Charleywood, where 
on the usual inquiries, things appeared very 
low and much out of order ; yet Divine favour 
was largely and livingly extended for their 
help and recovery ; in an humble sense where. 
of, endeavours were used to promote a better 
regulation ; first by the active members takin 
heed to themselves, that they might be endued 
with ancient zeal and fervour of mind; then 
they would take the oversight of the flock, not 
by constraint, but willingly. This willingness, 
through a neglect of seeking that Divine pow. 
er which alone can bring it forth in the mind 
of man, has been much lost or departed from 
by many, and appears to be greatly wanting 
in most places; which, without doubt, is one 
principal cause that so general a defection hath 
prevailed. Had the foremost rank stood faith- 
ful, in the authority of Truth, they would have 
been as a bulwark against undue liberties, and 
happy instruments to preserve the body healthy 
and in beautiful order.” 

“The 24th of the Fourth month we visited 
the Quarterly Meeting of Suffolk held at Wood. 
bridge, and laid before them in writing the 
state of their Monthly Meetings, as the same 
appeared to us in our visit, with some remarks 
thereon. Fervent labour and close admonition 
were extended to such as knew not their own 
spirits subjected by the Spirit of Christ, but 
dared to presume to move and act in the affairs 
of the church of God by the strength of their 
own understandings as men: these not having 
true zeal, can wink at wrong things, great dis- 
orders and flagrant unfaithfulness, smoothing 
all over, and blending all together deceitfully, 
crying peace, and all is well, when it is evi- 
dently otherwise. Oh, how doth the Lord ab- 
hor such unsoundness! surely then his people 
should see the weight and authority of his pow- 
er standing over such. A principal cause of 
desolation and waste in the house and heritage 
of God, is the want of more prepared stones 
for the building, hewn and polished in the 
mountain. But great inconveniency arises, 
when some are made use of as stones for the 
building, in their natural state, which renders 
them unfit materials to erect a house for the 
glory of God to abide in; so that what such 
build, is nothing but a habitation for antichrist; 
for he will content himself in any form of reli- 
gion whilst he can keep the power out of it. 
His first subtle working in the mystery of ini- 
quity, is to persuade the mind that there is no 
need of any more power and wisdom than they 
have as men; that if they will exert their 
endeavour, they may be useful members ; thus 
withdrawing gradually from the Fountain of 
living waters to hew out cisterns to themselves, 
which will hold no water. Oh, how dry and 
insipid are all the religious performances of 
such! and what they do, is only to beget in 
their own image, carnal lifeless professors like 
themselves. ‘These are very apt to be doing, 
being always furnished ; but the true labourers 
must, in every meeting, and upon all occasions 
that offer for service, receive supernatural aid 
and the renewed understanding, by the imme- 


careful simply to express that which is opened | ther is it given to us, until we are emptied of|diate descendings of Heavenly wisdom and 
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power, or they dare not meddle. Where there 
are but two or three in each Monthly Meeting, 
carefully abiding in a holy dependence upon 
God to be furnished for his work, great things 


may be done by his mighty power in and especially when there has been a fair outside, 


through them.” 


For ‘* The Friend.”’ 


MINISTRY. 


The following instructive extract on the 
ministry, taken from the writings of one of our 
early Friends, is submitted to the Editor for 
insertion upop the pages of “ The Friend.” It 
is believed it.will be acceptable to many, and 
useful, if regarded, to those whom ae 

. A. 


“For though I preach the Gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
me, yea, wo is unto me if I preach not the 
Gospel.” 

It is of the utmost consequence, towards pro- 
moting truth and righteousness upon the earth, 
that the ministry be preserved according to its 
original institution, viz., under the immediate 
direction of the eternal Word of God, speaking 
as the oracles of God. It is properly God’s 
speaking by his instruments to the children of 
men, such things as he the Searcher of hearts 
knows they stand in need of; at the same time 
opening the hearts of them to whom it belongs 
to receive the doctrine, Nothing but the un- 
paralleled love and power of Christ can bring 
forth and support such a ministry. It is in the 
nature of things impossible that those, so exer- 
cised therein, can have sinister views of mak- 
ing temporal advantage to themselves thereby. 
Wherever that appears, we may be assured 
the Lord hath not sent them; and therefore 
they cannot profit the people at all. 

. Man should be so far from proceeding upon 
corrupt motives, for outward gain or advan- 
tage in this important work, that even though 
he may feel good-will to mankind, flowing 
from the love of God shed abroad in the heart, 
in which strong desires may arise to do good, 
free from lucrative views of all kinds, and 
much beautiful Gospel doctrine also may open 
very suitable, as the party may think, for the 
help and edification of his or her fellow mor- 
tals, yet all this is not sufficient to proceed 
upon, without the call and real gift in this 
awful undertaking ; it being no more at best 
than the natural consequence of the operation 
of that pure love in the saints’ minds, even in 
such as never had a call tothe ministry. Yet 
to some, these blessed operations, influences 
and openings, may be given, in order to pre- 
pare them for that work which they should 
wait patiently under, until the full time comes : 
this will be clearly seen, as the eye is single. 
But there is great cause to believe some have 
launched out upon this foundation only, in the 
beginning of their public appearances, whereby 
they have in a sorrowful manner brought dark- 
ness upon themselves and sometimes on others ; 
having proved only ministers of the letter, 
though perhaps pretending much to have the 
impulses of the Spirit. ‘These have been in- 
struments of much anxiety and distress to the 
true church, who can savour nothing with de- 
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light, but that which comes from the power of 
the Word of Life. 

It may be difficult to bring true judgment 
over such, in the present low state of things ; 





and nothing to blame in their morals. But it 
sometimes hath fallen out, that there has been 
something permitted to manifest the unsound- 
ness of such, and thereby to relieve the painful 
sufferers under the blasting wind of such min- 
istry. 

Inconsiderate, weak persons have intruded 
themselves into this great work ; who not duly 
waiting for judgment to try the spirits, and 
what presents to their minds, have been be- 
guiled by transformations to go out in a false 
heat ; and for want of the holy, dread and fear 
upon their hearts, they have catched hold of 
the Gospel liberty again restored, which much 
be preserved open, lest the Holy Spirit be 
quenched, viz., that all who are called to the 
work of the ministry, whether male or female, 
may prophesy or preach one by one, that all 
may be edified. 

It has been a painful suffering case to living 
members in some places, when they have seen 
that both the matter and manner of some could 
have no other tendency than to expose them- 
selves, and to burthen the religious society that 
suffered such to assume an office for which 
they were no ways qualified. Certainly the 
church has power to order and regulate her 
own members, and doubtless she may wholly 
refuse and reject a ministry, which, upon trial, 
she has no unity with; and even substantial 
members in their private capacity, who have 
stood their ground well, and have large expe- 
rience of the Lord’s dealings, whether ministers 
or others, ought, in reason and the nature of 
things, to have great weight with such who 
have not yet made full proof of their ministry, 
nor given satisfaction to their friends in gene- 
ral, though they may to themselves, and per- 
haps to a few others of little judgment. Nei- 
ther ought any to go abroad to exercise their 
ministry, until they know there is a general 
satisfaction at home therewith ; not even to ad- 
jacent meetings. Some such have been very 
positive and resolute, hard to be convinced of 
their mistakes, and censorious upon those of 
deeper experience, but evincing much of that 
sign of depravity set forth by Isaiah iii. 5: 
“The child shall behave himself proudly 
against the ancient, and the base against the 
honourable.” 

Good order and decency are to be preserved 
in the church of God, especially among the 
leading members, as way-marks to all. The 
reason and the nature of the thing demands a 
proper regard and preference to age, gilts, 
growth and experience, which will be always 
strictly observed and paid by those of right 
spirits. When it is otherwise, it is a sure to- 
ken of a false birth, and that. pernicious self is 
not slain. Where that predominates, it cannot 
fail of mixing with their religious services. 

That the hearers have a right to judge, ap- 
pears from 1 Cor. xiv, 29: “ Let the prophets 
speak two or three, and let the other judge.” 
Therefore it is very presuming for any to take 
upon them the sole right of speaking and judg- 
ing too ; or to impose that upon an auditory or 














































church, with which they are not edified, and 


believe it does not proceed from the right 


spring ; for the word preached doth not profit, 


unless it be mixed with faith in those that hear 
it. 

I know of no way to evade the force and 
weight of what is observed, unless it be sup- 
posed that the auditors in general are so void 
of spiritual understanding as not to be capable 
of judging ; which would discover great uncha- 
ritableness and savour much of arrogance. [| 
am fully persuaded, if ministry does not reach 
the Divine witness in the hearts of the hearers, 
and cause them to assent thereto in some mea- 
sure, it will never profit them. The right 
ministers have a witness to the truth of their 
ministry in the minds of even the rebellious ; 
how much more so then in the honest-hearted. 

The danger which there is reason to appre- 
hend from the low, languid, unskilful state of 
many in our Society, has induced me, feeling 
my mind in degree warmed thereunto, to write 
the more closely concerning the nature and 
pernicious consequences of a false ministry ; 
being fully persuaded that the more formal 
and superficial we as a people become, the 
more danger there is of such a ministry rising, 
and finding encouragement to grow and pre- 
vail; for the lifeless, formal professors had 
rather have almost any kind of ministry than 
all silence, On the other hand, a right minis- 
try cannot have a free course, nor be exalted, 
where there is nothing but worldly spirits, 
clothed with a form of religion. But true min- 
isters must be like the holy prophet Ezekiel : 
* And I will make thy tongue cleave to the 
roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, 
and shalt not be to them a reprover ; for they 
are a rebellious house.” And, “ The prudent 
shall keep silence in that time.” 

These remarks upon the false, as well as 
the forward and unskiJful ministry, though 
plain and close, | hope will administer no hurt 
or discouragement to any truly concerned in 
this important work; and they may, if duly 
observed, be lessons of caution and instruction 
to those for whom they are intended. I hope 
they will also prove a strength to the painfully 
exercised, under the causes of uneasiness given 
by unskilful intruders into the work, whether 
through weakness or wilfulness, that they may 
not be slack in their endeavours to regulate the 
same by plain dealing, yet with true judgment, 
love and tenderness, justly applied where they 
severally belong. ‘Their task may be heavy 
and discouraging, as it is hard to turn those 
who have taken a wrong course, and imagine 
themselves right, when it is really otherwise. 
These have been observed to be the most posi- 
tive of their pretended sight and sense, yet let 
the weight of the sense of Truth, which is 
strongest of all, be laid upon them from time 
to time, that the charch may not suffer hurt 
and loss by the omission of its sensible mem- 
bers ; for this cannot fail of weakening and 
hindering the growth of such members also in 
their individual capacity. I know it is those 
who are alive in the Truth, of good under- 
standing and judgment therein, and no other, 
that are qualified to help and direct such as 
have missed their way in a religious sense ; 
agreeably to Gal. vi. 1: “ Brethren, if a man 
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be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual | religion thereby. But they have greatly de- | 

restore such an one in the spirit of naiaete ;|clined in practice, under abundant hunt of THE FRIEND. 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted ;” | this kind, the ministry becoming to many as a 

and not the captious, critical, worldly wise; for| pleasant song. They hear the words with FIFTH MONTH 15, 1847. 
they have nothing to do in the church of| pleasure, but do them not; their heart going | ————— 
Christ, until they are first subjected to and still after their covetousness of one kind or an-} Friends are informed that the “ Facts and 
taught of the Lord themselves. other. Therefore the Lord hath seen meet to | Considerations on War” and the “ Christian 

The main point, in my apprehension, is to | strip the Society very much in that respect ;| Volunteer,” two carefully prepared publications 
be able to form a true judgment of the source| and also to engage many of those who are true | calculated to dissuade persons from enlisting 
or spring from whence ministry proceeds ; and | ministers, frequently to lead the people, by ex-|in military service, and to promote our testi- 
if found to be right in the ground, a great deal | ample, into silence. O! blessed will all those | mony against War, are deposited at the Friends’ 
of tenderness is to be used, and much childish | servants be, who are preserved, discerningly | Bookstore, No. 84 Arch street, where they can 
weakness is to be patiently borne with. For|and with true judgment, to administer proper | be gratuitously obtained for general distribu- 
although some through fear, and a deep sense | food, and that in due season, whether in silence tion. 
of the weight of so important an undertaking,|or words, doing or suffering with and for| _ It is desired to give increased circulation to 
may, at first, speak very stammeringly, and|Christ! This, doubtless, all will do, who/|these works; and Friends visiting or leaving 
with considerable perturbation, yet the sweet | look with a single eye to God’s honour above | town might do well to provide themselves with 
efficacy of the quickening powerful spirit,|all things, attending upon the gift received, | them for distribution. 
which ‘is felt with them in their service, by those | which in its operations and requirings is self- ountiname 
who are circumcised in heart and ear, far ex-|evident. None that wait aright upon God will FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 
ceeds the finest eloquence without it. Such| ever be confounded ; that belongs to Babylon ; 
should be prudently encouraged, yet suffered| but peace and infallible certainty is known 
to feel their own feet. There are but few chil-| through all the borders of Sion. Every one 
dren, however hopeful, that can bear much| who knows Jerusalem a quiet habitation, is at 
nursing and applause. Great hurt has been|no loss to understand his proper allotment of 
done by the forward affectionate part, labour- | service therein, unless he falls into the confer- 
ing to bring forth some before the right time, | ring with flesh and blood; then he comes to 
and pushing on others too fast,—who in their|confusion and uncertainty, wherein he may 
beginning, were lively and very hopeful,—to| fret and toil in vain. But in the holy, awful 
their great hurt and loss. Oh! then, what} waiting upon God in a sanctified heart, which 
caution and care should be exercised clearly to| is the temple wherein Christ dwells, and our 
see in the true light what to lay hold of, and| house of prayer, Satan can never come to 
what to discourage, in this important respect. | deceive us or endanger our safety. 

I intend to conclude this head with some 
plain honest hints, which have arisen from my 
own experience aud observation, concerning 
the true ministry, as it has been restored again, 
through Divine mercy, for about this last hun- 
dred years, in greater simplicity and purity than 
has been known, as | apprehend, since the 
apostles’ days. ‘This has not been conducted 
with the enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in such a demonstration of the spirit and pow- 
er of God, as has, though much despised by 
the learned rabbies, been a great blessing to 
this and other nations; many thousands hav- 
ing been thereby turned to Christ their true 
and saving Teacher, whom they embraced joy- 
fully, as the alone beloved of their souls. A 
great number of churches were gathered to sit 
down as under the shadow of the wings of the 
Prince of Peace. Great was the Lord their 
God in the midst of them ; their ministers were 
clothed with salvation, and their feet shod with 
the preparation of the Gospel of peace. Many 
then ran to and fro, and the true knowledge 
of God was increased. The Lord gave the 
word, and many, both male and female, were 
the publishers of it. And through Divine mer- 
cy it may yet be said, though the declension 
in practice is great in many, that there is a 
considerable body preserved, to bear the ark 
of the testimony of the Lord their God as upon 
their shoulders, in the sight of the people, with 
their feet as in the bottom of Jordan; anda 
living ministry is yet continued, though far 
short of the number formerly engaged in that 
work. For many have grown up amongst us 
who are become more superficial and easy 
about possessing the substance of religion than 
their ancestors were. Such have relied too 
much on the ministry and have not profited in 





























Committee on Admissions.—Samuel Bet- 
tle, Jr., No. 73 North Tenth street ; Charles 
Ellis, No. 95 South Eighth street, and No. 56 
Chestnut street; Benjamin H. Warder, No. 
179 Vine street; William Bettle, No. 244 N, 
Sixth street, and No, 14 South Third street ; 
John C. Allen, No. 180 South Second street. 

Visiting Managers for the Month.— 
James R. Greeves, No. 510 Chestnut street ; 
Benjamin Davis, No. 176 Arch street; John 
C. Allen, No. 180 South Second street. 

Superintendent.—Philip Garrett. 

Matron.—Susan Barton. 

Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 
No. 182 Arch street. 

Resident Physician.— Dr. Joshua H. 
orthington. 
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Extract of a Letter of William Savery,— 
To a Friend near London, dated 1801. 


“‘ Many of my Friends in and about London, Ww 

are very often sweetly in my remembrance, 
and of latter times you have had my near THE DWELLING-HOUSE 
sympathy under your divers trials ; but nothing ‘ z 3 
has been more exercising to me, than the con- | Attached to “ Friends’ Select School Estate,” 
cern my country woman, Hannah Barnard, has|Situate on St. James street, first door west of 
occasioned in the church. I look forward to| Delaware Sixth, being vacated by the former 
your Yearly Meeting asa time that will re-|tenant, will be ro Ler. A small family of 
quire the whole armour of light to be sought | R1eNps would be preferred, who would take 
for, as much as at almost any preceding peri-|the charge of keeping the School-house (for 
od. Ye cannot doubt of the kind care of the| Girls) in order, attend to the fires through the 
Shepherd of Israel over you, who has long winter, é&c.—which services, would go towards 
blessed Friends of your nation many ways, | educing the rent. Apply to 
and will be in every needful time, a spirit of Linpzey Nicuotson, 
judgment to those that sit in judgment, and J = aL aaa 
strength to them that turn the battle to the “tee 8 ho ak 
gate. ‘The longer | live, the more unshaken Junesteat Races: 
confidence I think, I obtain, that the doctrines No. 144 South Fourth street. 
laid down by Robert Barclay and our first Phila., Fifth mo. 1847, 
Friends, founded on the New Testament, and 
still maintained by the Society at large, are} A Friend with a small family, residing in 
invulnerable to the efforts of vain philosophic | the north-western part of the city, having more 
sophistry and curious speculation, so long| house-room than he needs, would be willing to 
as we retain a belief in that most excellent of | rent a part of it; or would be willing to take a 
books,—and am of the mind, that all such that part of a house himself. Inquire at this office. 
depart from that foundation will wither and 
be confounded.” 








Marriep, at Springfield Meeting, Delaware Co., 
Pa. on the 6th instant, Isaac C. Evans, of Lampeter, 
Lancaster county, to Ann, daughter of Joseph and 
Grace Evans, of the former place. 


———S 

A person talking to Fenelon upon the sub- 
ject of the criminal laws in France, approved, 
in contradiction to the archbishop, of the num- 
ber of executions for criminal offences, | 
maintain, said he, that such criminals are unfit 
to live. But, my friend, said Fenelon, you do 
not reflect, that they are still more unfit to die. 











Drep, Fourth month 7th, 1847, Joun Buttock, ® 
much esteemed member and elder of Wilmington 
Monthly Meeting, Delaware, aged sixty-two years. 
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